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About Bone Valley

Millions of years ago, river and streams
ey bo the sea carried mabenal washed
||'E-"|'| the land, lr‘ll:ll_.dll"lg [he remanns
:l4 land ammals and manne creatures
inhabiting the coaslal waters. Florida's

phosphate rock reserves kely 1ormed
when dissolved phosphorous solidified
ard combined with sealfe remains

Geclogists have dubbed the ancient
foesl bed that now resides 20 to 40 feat
below Central Florda az "Bone Valley”
It stz atop the Hawthorn Formation, a
layer of clay and sandy limestoneg
deposited long age when the sea
covered the state and the coastline
curved around the modern-day Lake
Wales Ridge as much as 60 miles
inland. The Hawthorn Formation extends
up the Atlantic Coast to Morth Carolina

Bone Valley is a window 0 Florida's
prehistoric past, when massive sharks
and whales plied the waters, sharing the
stage with land animals like the three-
toed horse and giant sloth that are
believed 10 have made the trek o Morh
Amnenica from Asia across the Bering Strait
land bridge when sea levels were lower
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The above map incledes lands mined for phosphate since 1975, subject to mandatony reclamation. Reclamation of lands mined prior 1o 1975 (not included herg|
is volurtary, Although several companies are referenced in the legend, only three phosphate mining companies rermain in Florda: Mosaic, CF Industries, and PCS
Phosphates, located in norhern Hamilton County, Only a few patential future mines ane identified, In @lmost all cases, wherever a gypsum stack is noted, there 15

a fertilizer processing plant.
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